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Abstract. We study a quantum non-demolition (oNo) set-up for the measurement of
photon number, employing the optical Kerr effect. A method for the compensation of the
negative effects of self-phase modulation is discussed. Losses are taken into account. It is
seen that the performance of the device is limited in the first place by losses. rather than bv
self-phase modulation.

l. Introduction

The conventional way of counting photons, i.e. detecting them with a photomuitiplier
or some such device, results in their annihilation. In recent years, however, several
proposals have been made to measure photon numbers without absorbing the light
upon which the measurement is performed [1-8]. In such a quantum non-demolition
(oNo) scheme it is possible to perform a second measurement on the outgoing signal
beam yielding information about phase [9]. This realises an analogue of Heisenberg's
famous 7-microscope Gedanken experiment for the joint measurement of two incom-
patible observables, thus making the eNo scheme also interesting from the point of
view of the quantum theory of measurement [10].

Basic to the problem of the joint measurement of incompatible observables is the
inaccuracy or non-ideality induced in the measurement results of one observable by
adapting the measurement arrangement so as to yield also information on the second
one. A theory of non-ideal quantum measurements was developed [11], allowing a
characterization of the non-ideality thus induced. The existence was demonstrated of
a theoretical lower bound to the measurement accuracies.

We first discuss in section 2 a basic set-up, based on the optical Kerr effect. This
device can be seen as an application of the theory of the non-ideal measurement of
photon number. Contributions to the non-ideality stem from: (i) self-phase modula-
tion caused by an intensity-dependent index of refraction, and inducing additional
noise in the photocurrent, (ii) losses due to absorption in the Kerr medium. After
discussing in section 3 the non-ideality of this experiment in the idealized case in which
self-phase modulation and losses can be neglected, in section 4 the influence of self-
phase modulation is discussed. It is demonstrated that in the basic set-up this non-
linear effect increases the inaccuracy of the measurement, and cannot be compensated
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Figure l. Basic set-up. The signal beam S is passed through a non-linear Kerr medium K,
placeci in a Mach-Zehnder interferometer. This interferometer is driven by a laser,
emit t ing a f ie ld in coherent  state lB) .  The t ransmit t iv i ty  of  the f i rs t  beamspl i t ter  is  7.  The
paper focuses on a /:+ scheme. V indicates a delay. which controls the reference beam
phasc; D and D are two identical detectors. Primes label outgoing fields.

for completely. An alternative measurement set-up is proposed in which this effect
can be compensated for completely in the lossless case. In section 5 the influence of
losses on the functioning of the alternative device as a non-ideal photon meter is
discussed. It is demonstrated that, although the losses reduce the effectiveness of the
compensation, the alternative set-up is sti l l  preferable for small interaction times.
Finally, in section 6 the dependence on losses of the alternative set-up as a eND
measuring apparatus is investigated.

2. Basic set-up

One type of eND scheme involves an optical Kerr medium placed in a Mach-Zehnder
interferometer [1.2]. The basic set-up is shown in figure 1. A probe beam P and a
signal beam S are passed through a medium K (length {) with a third-order non-
linearity. Assuming both signal and probe fields to be single mode, the effect of the
medium can be described by the application of an interaction Hamiltoniant 1{ for a
t i m e  r :  t l c [ 1 , 2 ] ,

H,: tt:r1g.P, + lx(t)Ni + !x(')fi3

(carets denote operators; ft:1; indices indicate the fields the operators work on,
corresponding to figure 1). Since -H, commutes with the free field Hamiltonian
Hn : (l/, + I )ra, + (N. + j;t -,, , we can use in the following the interaction picture
having H, as a Hamiltonian. As the first term in (1) indicates, the probe beam acquires
a phase shift proportional to the signal photon number Nr. This phase is measured by
mixing the probe beam and a reference beam L in a balanced detector: we measure
the difference in the photocounts of detectors D and D. Consequently our read-out
observable.  referred to as i . " , .  is

i."o, : No - Nu : i(di,h,' - AIAL.).

i The X for the three terms in (1) are in principle different, depending on frequency and polarization of the
light fields. This has been neglected. An analysis with three different X would, however, be completely
analogous to the one presented here.

( 1 )
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We shall at first neglect the last two terms in (1). Then we can derive for the output
of this scheme (Heisenberg picture)

f-"".: lldlexp(tuygWr + iq)r?t - drexp(-fty 1:rfis idaLl. (3)

We have included a nl2 phase jump for every reflection. The reference beam phase g
can be controlled via a phaseshifter (V in figure 1).

The probe beam and the reference beam L are obtained via a beam splitter from a
single source, a laser that produces a coherent state lB). Accordingly, the probe mode
is brought into the state l\/yB)p, the reference mode into liVl - y|)r, again including
a nl2 phase jump from the reflection. Here 7 denotes the transmittivity of the first
beamsplitter (see figure 1). In the present paper we focus on a set-up with 7:{. 4
second type of scheme involves a homodyne detection of the probe beam. This can be
treated analogously to the following, if we let y--->Q, while keepin g{yB:p constant.

3. Non-ideality and measurement characterization

As shown by (3), a read-out of i..^, will yield information on the photon number in
the incoming signal state. lVr. ln fact. the probability that the.t..u. readout wilt yield
outcome.r, can be written in the form

probl*"",(x ) : 2 
" 
L(x I n )prob6,.(n)

From (4) we see two things. Firstly, the outcome probabilities are not generated by a
projection-ualued measure, as prescribed by von Neumann, but by a more general
type of object: a positiue operator-ualued measure [12] (rovu). A discrete rovr'a {M6}
is a set of operators that satisfies

vk I4k>0 2* fu I t : i . (s)
For an object state p, the probability of obtaining outcome k is then given by
Tr(pluI). We do not demand that ilIl,:M1,, so that the ilIo are not necessarily
projectors.

The second thing we note in (4) is the particular form of the outcome distribution.
It is a 'smeared version' of the Nr distribution. Even if the input photon number is
sharp, the measurement outcome is not quite certain. Elsewhere [11] we have used
the term non-ideality for this relationship between the measurement povM and the
observable it is intended to measure, here Itlr. ttrus, although we do not realize a
measurement of photon number in the sense of von Neumann, the Kerr device can
still be seen as a non-ideal photon number meter.

The precise measurement statistics can be derived once probe and reference beam
statg_nre given. In the set-up of figure 1 these are the coherent states lfyB). and
livl - T1)u as we saw in the previous section. We take E: nl2, which is optimal in a
y:l scheme [6]. Taking expectation values over the probe and reference states,
equation (3) gives

(f,,.u.).*r.n": lBl2 sin(rg(3)n5) (6)

conditional on the S-photon number nr. More generally the conditional probability
distribution of the output variable X."u. can be obtained from the characteristic
function

(exp(ic,t*"",))r*r.n,:exp[lBl'?(cos(c) - 1) +ilBl' sin(r1(3)ns)sin(c)]. (7)
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If the probe beam is strong enough, (7) may be approximated by

(exp(ic-t  
"" .))r*1., , -exp[-] lBl 'zc 'z+i lBl ,s in(ry(r)nr)c] .  (g)

This is the characteristic function of a Gaussian with mean lz and standard deviation o
given by

H : (X^"^)p *r_. ,, : lB l2sin (rx9rr)

s2 :  (A,2*^"ur)r*. . , ,  :  lBl t .  
(9)

Here (A2,t 
"".)r*r.nr:: 

((,t-.",-(f,-"".))t)r*1.,, denotes the read-out variance, con-
ditional on the signal photon number n5. The set-up is therefore characterized by the
noise o and the gain G, 6 1 : l01tl }nrl. These may be combined in a measure for the
device's inaccuracy as an N, meter:

d7 i . . : :  o lG=
rXFt lp cos(rx(3)r5) l  

' (10)

regime (rz(')(lgr)< t),The device functions linearly in the low photon number
because there we may approximate (9) and (10) according to

p: rxQ)l7l2ns I
I t

d i r -d1 , :  :  o lC l , ,_u :  . r ,L ,  I-  r x .  t p |  )

and hence the non-ideality function ), of ($ satisfies

A(x ln ) :12n ) - ' 1 ' / 2o ' * r ( - * ( cn -x ) ' )  .  02 )

For the characterization of a non-destructive measurement device, such as this
one, measurement inaccuracy is not the only parameter. In fact, four 'correlations'

may be distinguished [5]:

( i )  { . . " , * { ,
( i i )  X, .u,* 'N,
( i i i )  Ns -Ns
( i v )  f r " l ,

the S' observables to be measured in the outgoing signal field S, (cf figure 1); 9 is a
phase observable [9]..Firstly, it is of course important how good a measure of N, the
read-out observable X."u, is. Precisely this aspect has just been quantified by means of
the device's measurement inaccuracy dp, (or de). Secondly, in a non-destructive device
it is possible to prepare an output signal state with an approximately known number of
photons, conditional on the measurement outcome. Case (iii) indicates the losses in
the device. The last correlation involves input and output signal phase. Its quality
shows to what extent phase, the observable conjugate to photon number, is disturbed
by the instrument. The phase disturbance is complementary to the measurement
inaccuracy (D t10].Because this fourth aspect, and its complementary relationship
with (i), has been treated in [9], and because the third is a straightforward function of
the losses in the medium, we will focus in the present paper on the first two. In

( 1 1 )



Kerr eNo measurement 307

(13)

addition to d6, we therefore need a characterization of the quality of the correlation
between -t."u, and Nr,. First define the correlation coefficient,

"': (.14|n;-') to'o'

Here (A'?*-*")': ((f,..",-(.f,"",))t) denotes the unconditional read-out variance.
Now consider the N5, distribution. As losses have been neglected so far, Nr, :19r.
Hence the joint probability distribution of -f,."", and N5, satisfies

proba..u,a1r,( x, n \: rl(x I n )probp. (n) (14)

the function A(xln) being given, in the linear regime, by (12). If we use the fact that
both noise and gain in (12) are independent of the signal photon number, the
correlation coefficient can be calculated to be

c(f,,.",, Nr,) :
G(A'Nr,)

(G':(A'zNs.) + o2; r ',2(A2Nr,) r/:

:  ( o2G- , (A ,Nr . ) -  I  +  l ) -  rD (1s)
Note that the joint distribution (14) can be seen as the unconditional lV' distribution,
multiplied by a narrow function of n. Thus, for the quality with which the -t .u, result
determines the outgoing signal photon number, it is the n-width e of this multiplying
function which is important. As this function approximately equals the Gaussian (12),
clearly €:do. Then (15) suggests the quantity

(16)

as a suitable 'preparation inaccuracy' measure, representing the inaccuracy in an
estimation of n5, from the .t,.u, data obtained in this idealized set-up.

4. Self-phase modulation

In both the homodyne and the y: j schemes, however, the situation worsens as soon
as the two N'terms in (1) are included. These become important in a non-resonant
Kerr medium as probe andlor signal strength increase. Including the two terms, we
get for the probe beam at time r:

dy,: dpexp[- irlc)(l{, + +N, - +)]. (17)

The X."u. distribution will still be of the same form as (4). But the N2 terms in H1 cause
a broadening of the probe states in the phase direction ('crescent squeezing') [1]. This
effect is known as self-phase modulation (srrra). As it is precisely the phase of the
probe beam that contains the N5 information, the seu spoils the quality with which
this information can be detected. It increases the device's noise. Without the self-
phase modulation effect it would follow from (10) that the inaccuracy can be reduced
indefinitely by increasing ldl.An analysis including srv [9], however, shows that this
is not the case because the non-ideality function of the measurement changes into a
convolution of (12) with a distribution function representing the extra noise, thus
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increasing the quantity du from (11) according to

6,, : [(t y3\l B |) 
- t + +l B lt] 

t,z > lr rtt)1- 
rrz2 rr + (18)

Thus, inclusion of self-phase modulation causes the measurement inaccuracy to have a
non-zero lower bound. The preparation inaccuracy e is similarly affected.

In the literature several proposals can be found for dealing with the effects of self-
phase modulation by a clever choice of the reference beam phase g. Thus, in [13] the
effect of the shift in the pump wave is taken into account by a suitable interaction
picture. In [1] it is demonstrated that, for the homodyne receiver (where the probe
strength is given bV B:f y0<il, the choice

q: cot-t(rX(t)lB l') (1e)
of the reference beam phase can cancel the contributions of sprra to the measured
observable. In [9], however, it was shown numerically that this only holds up to a
certain intensity of the probe beam, above which the effects of crescent squeezing on
the initially coherent reference beam can no longer be neglected. From the numerical
calculation it follows that, although for each value of lB l '? ttre measurement inaccuracy
can be decreased by an optimal choice of g (see also [3]), it is in general not possible
to counter the effects of spv completely. For large probe intensities 119 1'?the optimal
value of g differs from (19) (see figure 2 of [9]). we found it possible, by choosing the
optimal value of cp, to improve the lower bound (18) to

do > oJlrlar; -2s1.
(20)

In [2] two methods are proposed in order to avoid the self-modulation effect,
namely (i) using a resonant g(3) medium at a frequency @: ru,r* @p, (i i) cancell ing the
effect by means of a negative x(3)medium. Here we propose an alternative schlme
having the same effect. This scheme is based on the set-up of figure 2, which was flrst
considered by Imoto and Saito [6] in their discussion of losses. Again 7:J. Three
identical Kerr media are used. Then we can derive

rip.: exp(-,irXQ)NL, - jftyoNr)d,

: exp(-irx(3)Nl - irl(3)Ns _ itl?\N)A,

rir-.: exp(-i rX(\ftrr,- +irx9l(lL + iE)d1-,

: exp(-irx(3)Np - izl(3)Nr .+ iE)dy.

Figure 2. Set-up with compensation. The set-up of figure I , with y : j , is supplemented
by two more Kerr media, identical to the first. These compensate for the effects of self-
phase modulation on the probe beam P.

(2r)



Kerr exn measurement

Substituting these into (2), we see that the spn disappears
yielding (3) once again. The senr is completely compensated
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5. Losses and inaccuracy

So far, however, we have neglected the effect of losses in the media. As these are
never completely transparent, losses may be expected to be the next performance
limiting factor [6]. In a single mode optical field, the effects of losses may be described
in the Schrodinger-Markov picture [15] by a quantum stochastic master equation
( h :  l \ ,

-1[H, B]_ + E@pat - +[fi, p]. ). (22)
ap:
at

Note that in (22) pure states do not in general remain pure. If H=uald, coherent
states form the only exception. In (23) the notation (,ri)* indicates that the equation's
derivation involves reservoir averaging [15] so that (lB)R+(l)*(B)* in general.
Combining (23) with (1), we get the evolution equation for two modes with Kerr
interaction and lossest

Equivalently, in the Heisenberg-Markov picture, we may use

d(l)*-+ : (,t[H, A]_ + e@t Aa- +[fi, r{ ].))*At

d ( / ) n  /  ^  ^ - \

"  
: ( ' t r i , .  Al -+E \  {a i ,+a,-  i t rv , . l l . ) )

\  ,7 '  /s .

Equation (24) can be explicitly solved to give (see appendix)

(23)

(24)

(26)

m2x(3)2 (27)

with

and

((ayr6!,69^2,t3,)(r))*: d!n{2"*r1g(r) + O(rW, + E(t)Nrlai,6g, Q5)

C(r) : -i(mt 4 n1 * m2 + nr)t(
* i lm1m2- n,n2* I@i- ni l  + I@1- nl) l txa)

D(t1 :  Q(m2-n2+ t t2mt- t ' " ) ( t )
E(t )  :7(m1- n1+ r /2m2- l tz"z\( t )

We may approximate E for small tXQ) by

^ t - \ ,  \
z ' " " \ t t - l  

-  exP-(- tE)  
'^ ' r t t

s

I-ztE exp(-tO - exp(-2tl)
) 1 2

I The compensation goes a little differently if the three X are not equal. Let Xrr, yyy and Xpp denote the 1
that L and P beams experience in the Kerr medium. Then, since L and P beams have the same frequency,

Xtt=Xpr.The interaction time z3 for K3 must then be taken rr:ryyyl(27rr-Xr) to effect a complete
compensatlon.

f Note that the sub-unity quantum efficiency 7 of the detectors D and D is neglected. When included, this
simply leads to an increase of dp, by a factor r7 1/2 (see e.g. [1a]). We have also neglected that the I may be
different for the different modes. If we did include this, the reasoning would remain completely analogous.
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for small I by

r(n)(/) :imtx?)exp(-it0 - Im2t3grrtt'exp(-r(). (28)

Thus the losses lead, amongst other effects, to an attenuation of the correlation
between f5 and the probe phase, and hence to an attenuation of the correlation
between N5 and f,.".. Nevertheless, even with losses, we have a non-ideal photon
meter in the sense of (4).

For the set-up of figure 2, we need to employ (25) three times, once for each Kerr
medium. This leads to

Gi.dr.) 
" 

: (@i, a,,) Q)exp ( iE) )*
= (d[ exp[- r( + D(r)N,, + E(r) N,, + iE]dy) p
: aL exp[-2rl + D(r; r)N, + E(r; r)Ny+ F(z)N. + iEld, (29)

with

D(tr; tr) '  -  ;(-1l2; ' '4(tr;  tr)  E(tr;  tr)  i  :  ? (1/2: -t tz)(1r; 
tz)

F(tr): : E(t)(/r)

and

;(- , , )( / , ;  t r ) :  :  E@)(tr+ t) .

The parameter /,, is defined by

3( ')(ro) ' :  5{-)(rr) .

Note that E(tt; tt): D* (t; lr). Hence (E: nl2)

(d["6r"), *, * *.,, : - +l P I' exp(- 2r ( + Re{exp [D (r ; r)] - 1il B l' + Fe) n s) .
(31)

For small rX(3). the approximation

exp(3'- , - - ) ( r :  r ) )  - '  -u 
-  e pJ-tE)|"^r" '

!

|  -2r(exp(-tE) -  exp(-ZrE) ) , , ,1
Tm-z

(32)

is useful. For small I this further simplifies into

exp(E('' -^t(1; t)) - I-imt2ex(3)exp(-16) - ! m't'6rtt)'exp(-lrf ). (33)

With the aid of (29)-(3I), p and G can be determined (see appendix). An analogous
calculation yields o. From these do follows, and is plotted in figure 3. For small r1(3),
using (27) and (32)

^ 6exp(- )r t )  /  ^ s inh(r()  -  z(1 vz
do- i_.  ( t r ' ' ' ld l ) - ' .xp(3rc)  * lBf- t )  t t+ l

: lk xt\l F )- 2exp(3r( ) + t'el F l'1,,'
> exp(frf )(+e IX(3\)tt1(rX(3))- 1/4. (3s)

The latter approximation holds for small (, employing (33) and (28). As the set-up of
figure 2 contains three media, compared to only one in figure 1., it is clear that the

(30)
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Figure 3' Performance of y:i set-up with compensation (figure 2), for fixed length r = rn
(dotted curve) and for optimally chosen z : roo, (full curve). The performance is calculated
from (29)-(31). It is ploned against the local laser strength lBl. too,l11, is also indicated
(chain curve, right y-axis). (ro6= 10-2; roXQ) = 4x 10 12).

effects of the attenuation of probe and reference beams is larger in the set-up with
compensation. Moreover, (34) shows that losses reduce the effectiyeness of the
compensation. Nevertheless, comparing (35) to (18), we see that the minimum
inaccuracy has been reduced roughly by a factor 0[(16)t'o]. Thus, for low r(, the set-up
with compensation is still preferable to the set-up without.

What we have not looked at so far is the interaction length z. This parameter may
be varied, for given e and ,ttl . Initially accuracy will increase with r, but as losses
become more important, attenuating both probe and signal beams, the quality will
eventually decrease with increasing r. Hence there is an optimal value zoo, for z. For
small lBl, losses dominate and the second term (seu) in the square root factor of (34)
may be neglected, so that

3 1 1

rc2

10  I

1 0 0

R'10 "

lo7

1 0 6

1 0 -

6o

z.o,:  (1/6) log(2).

For large lB I, the influence of spu dominates, and we
lowest order, to get

4o. - (il fr lo Ex(3P ) 
- 1/3.

aopt/ag

(36)

may use (35), including ( only to

(37)

10 
-1

Combining the roo, estimates for the two regimes with the expressions for the
inaccuracy, we find

6o:aE(xal1D-' (38)
6o- (iEl7ltx(3))r/31v'3 (39)

forsmall and large lBl, respectively. Equating (38) and (39), we obtain the estimate
min(d) -O((Elx('))' ', (40)

for the best achievable inaccuracy. Both the optimum (40) and the two regimes are
clearly distinguishable in figure 3.

6. Losses and output

As noted earlier, for larger values of rf , the set-up of figure 2 is no better than that of
figure 1. For low lB l, however, roo,f is large. Indeed an evaluation of min(do) for figure
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1 shows that it is slightly lower than (40), though of the same order. But because

4,:firexp(-r(), an optimization of z leads to large signal losses. Then most of the
advantages of using a eND set-up are lost. In other words, in most cases of interest we
will prefer a situation with low rf , rather than one with r: roo,. Then the compensated
scheme works best.

The correlation between Ny and fuu, can be evaluated analogously to the
measurement inaccuracy for the set-up of figure 2. This gives for small r1(3), using
definit ion (16),

t': (rXQ\l0l) 2 exp(2rl) +
| -2rlexp(-tl) - exp(-2tl)

2(r0'

I - r (exp(- r ( ) -exp(- ro

wr

* ( '

* ( '

ke)'
- expl-26;) la I '

-exp1-r6; )  la l '

/  .  r -  exp ( - r f )1 :: td , ,  , r  I
\  " >  /

I-r(exp(-rO-exp(-rf)

kE)'
:d iexp(-z i l+r (exp(-3rrOl" l ' .  (4 i )

The latter approximation is valid for small zf. Hence also in the lossy case, the
preparative quality is linked directly to the measurement inaccuracy, with deviations
only for larger signal levels, l" | = Otld l l.

7. Discussion and conclusions

The compensation method of figure 2 provides a perfect compensation for srv, if
losses are neglected. But if they are not, the intensities in the compensating medium
K3 are different from those in the other two media. This has the consequence that the
compensation becomes imperfect, as is evidenced by (34). If the set-up could be
arranged so that compensation and P-S interaction were to occur simultaneously, this
effect would be countered. A crude way of approximating this goal is sketched in
figure 4. We have replaced the three media of length r by n triples of length r/n. In this

1  2  3  . " .  n

Figure4. Set-up with distributed compensation (/:j). Instead of one triple of Kerr
media, as in figure 2. we use n triples. This counters the adverse effects of losses on the
compensation of the self-phase modulation.
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1 0 8
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1 0 5

1 0 u
10 

10a
l 0 -t o 81 0 71 0 "1 0 "

tBt
Flgurt 5. Pcrformance of the 7 = j scheme with the compensation of figure 2 (chain curve)
and of a homodyne set-up (7<1), plotted as a function of the local laser strength lBl.
Indicated are homodyning variants using an optimal choice for q, both with (full curve)
and without (broken curve) losses. Note that for given B the probe field strength is
different for homodyne and 7= rr schemes, due to the difference in 7. (r(= lg-2;
r ; { r r=ux l0  12 i  homodyne:  y=10-a . )

way the P-S interaction remains of the same strength, whereas the spu term in (34),
i,e. the second term in the square root factor, is reduced by a factor n-2. As hi6,
this term disappears, and we get a system effectively described by an interaction
Hamiltonian

fri = X(3)l{/slV + I(3)d/ 1f + t7ot1i1z + +Xoftz +*Zo)1V3. (42)
As can be straightforwardly checked, this Hamiltonian leads to a complete compensa-
tion of spM, even in the presence of losses.

comparing the compensation scheme of figure 2 to the homodyne scheme, where
we counter spM by a suitable choice of reference beam phase (cf (19)), we see that for
typical values for r;{r) and rf they perform comparably (figure 5), For deueasing rf,
however, the quality of the homodyne scheme, unlike that of the compensation
scheme, is limited. Thus for small enough rf the compensation scheme will be better.
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Appendtx

In this appendix, we shall explicitly work out the evolution of a simple operator, for a
lossy medium without spt't. The full derivation of (25) proceeds completely analo-
gously. Next the compensated scheme of figure 2 is considered. Noise and gain are
worked out for this configuration, leading to the expressions for inaccuracy presented
in the text.
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A solution to the Schrcidinger equation with Hamiltonian (1), without sru, is given
bv

Try therefore

arQ) = exp(-ir1(3)1V, )a, .

dr(t) :exp( /(r )N, + g(t))d.

(A1)

(^2)

as a solution f.or (24) without spr'a. Substituting (A2) into (24), we get

/ /of de\ \(  | +N .+ ;  f  exp [ / ( r )N ,+g ( r ) ]d , )
\ \ a t  l *

: (-il(3UVs exp(/(r)1t5 + g(r))a,

+ (exp(/(r)fi, + g())@ia!- ][N., ,2r]*)

+ f exp(g(r ) ){,2lexp( /(r )fir),t, - }[Nr, exp( /(r )fi5)] * ],io)*

: ((-is'"p, - i6 + 6Nriexp(-/(r)) - l))exp(/(r)lu, + g(r))ri,)o .

Hence

-iy?t * ([exp(-/(t)) - 1] -i6)s(t):s(0) - i6r. (A3)

It can be verified that the solution to (A3) is given by f(t): 3t-lt(t + 6), for some fixed
to. As/(0):g(0):0, it follows that ro:0. If we include seu, and solve (24) for more
complicated operators, equation (25) follows analogously to the above.

In the compensation scheme of figure 2, we first solve (24) for K3, leading to a
result analogous to (25). This is then used as an initial condition for the K,/K,
equation. From this procedure we get (29). Now, using (31), g:nl2 and y:t,

(X."^. ).*r**,,,
: - 2rm(,(i 0v4l@,<+i^/21 €) Jnsl (rri,aL)^l" J,€) lllB .V'>,@li Bfl>,)
: lB 12 tm(expl-2rl+ Re{exp(D(r; r)) - r}lBl' + F(r)nsl). (A4)

Thus

Gln, = o = | B'zIm[F(r )] | exp{- 2r | + Re [exp(D (r ; r)) - \l P f] . (As)

Furthermore,

(f,'."* )r* r* *. ,, : (Nr, * NL" + 2Np,NL ,, - a';,a?r,, - a?rd3,), nr*^, ̂ , . (A6)

We apply the analogue of (29) tor (d\d?r.)p to (,{6), to get

(f,t 
"",).*r*^, rs=0 = lBl'zexp(-zlr) + +lBl4exp?a}r)

- +lBl Re(exp{ - 4rl + Re[exp(D2(r; c)) - 1]lB l'])
where

Dr(tr; tr) = ?(-1; t)(tr; tr) Fr(tr)--EQ\(tr).

0f_
at

Ug:
at
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This gives

olns=o = (A'X.""r)r*.+R. n5=r

:lBl2exp(_29)

+ }lB laexp(- afi)$ - exp{Relexp(Dr(r; ')) - lllBl'}). (A7)

If we combine (A7) with (A5), we get d6. Using approximations (27) and (32) shows
us that for small z7(3)

^, 1 - exp(-ro
Gln.=o : ---- | 0l' x"' exp( -2r()

ol,,=o - lBl'?exp(-zlr)

+ +l B I' exp(- 4r l)r 
- 2t eexp? t e) - exp(- 2re) 

r,,,,

(A8)

From these last two equations, equation (34) follows. We calculate (i."".Nr,)s+p+L+R
in an analogous way, from which C(X.."., Nr,; follows. This gives (41).

If we consider the derivation of (A8) once again, we see that the real part of
exp(E) - 1 is important. As this is, in lowest order, proportionalto 13, it reduces by a
factor n-3 if z is reduced by a factor lln. Hence, combining the effect of n triples, as in
figure 4,

Re[exp(E) - 1] * n(tytz)1n1t: n-2(rXQ))3. (Ae)

Similarly, the imaginary part of exp(E) - 1 can be seen to be reduced by a factor lln.
But F remains the same. Hence the effect of the set-up of figure 4 is a reduction of the
second term in the square root factor of (3a) by a factor n-2. Moreover, if we let
/tl @ , the analogue of (29) for the set-up of figure 4 can be seen to yield an evolution
compatible with (42): D and E disappear. For more general expressions, involving
other powers of r1y, and Ay", the same can be seen to hold. Hence we get a system
effectively described by (2) and (24).

Note that in figures 3 and 5 the exact expressions are used, without using the
r/t)u1 or zf (1. approximations.
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